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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
 
AUGUST UPDATE 
 
It is great to have our young people back in school.  Things are very different now with staggered 
starts, different intervals and lunchtimes and different times to leave at the end of the day.  Our new 
entrances and one-way system have taken a bit of getting used to but we are all getting the hang of it 
now!  The purpose of these changes is to control the flow of pupils when they are entering and leaving 
the building and moving between classes. We have two-minute warning bells at the end of periods to 
allow time to sanitise desks and hands before moving on.  This also means everyone is not entering 
the corridors at the same time.  
 
While these measures are working well, there are still times when lots of pupils are moving through the 
school together.  This is inevitable in a large school.  However, the current scientific advice is that 
children do not need to socially distance and the risk of transmission in these situations is very low.  
 
Face Coverings 
 
A few of our young people are wearing masks and staff have been modelling the wearing of masks in 
situations where social distancing is not possible. We would encourage any young people who wishes 
to wear a face covering to do so. This may become more common in Scotland as the easing of 
lockdown restrictions continues.  
 
 
Covid-19 Testing 
 
I have attached guidance for parents on what to do if their child shows symptoms of Covid-19.  It 
includes information about what would happen if there was a confirmed case of Covid in the school or 
a cluster of cases.  I realise many of you are anxious about this.  I would like to reassure you that there 
are very clear procedures in place that are directed by the local authority and Health Protection 
Scotland.  
 
Health and Safety  
 
It is vitally important that all pupils arrive in class on time to sanitise their hands and work station, sit in 
their allocated seat and do not meet up with anyone from outwith the school community during the 
school day. ‘Test and Protect’ is Scotland’s approach to prevent the spread of Coronavirus. It is very 
important that we know where young people are and who they have been with so that we can provide 
reliable information if it is requested. Pupils should be in their timetabled class or allocated study area 
at all times. Any pupil who leaves the school without permission during the day poses a risk to the rest 
of the school community when they return.  If they are going to the shops at lunchtime they should 
wear masks and socially distance from members of the public.  Our campus police officer, PC Smith, is 
monitoring the shops during lunch breaks. Almost all our young people are acting in a very responsible 
way and I would like to thank them for that.  They are a credit to themselves and their families. 
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SQA 
 
We were very pleased about the Scottish Government’s decision to award pupils with the grades their 
teachers estimated.  Our staff worked very hard to make reliable estimates based on strong evidence.  
It is absolutely right that they should be awarded these estimated grades. New certificates will be 
issued from SQA shortly.  
 
 
I would like to thank you all for working with us to keep our school community safe.  Thank you for not 
entering the school grounds or car park (I know this was particularly difficult for S1 parents on their first 
day at school), for only coming into the school building if you have an appointment, and for reinforcing 
our health and safety procedures with your child.  Together, we can ensure that we limit the risk of 
spreading the virus. Take care everyone.  
 
 
 
Best wishes  
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Byrne 
Head Teacher  
 


