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Dear Parent/Carer 
 

 
PLANS FOR A PHASED RETURN TO SCHOOL 
 
Planning is now well underway for the phased return to school for all our young people.  As you can 
imagine, this has been a hugely complex task. The requirement for two metre physical distancing 
greatly reduces how many pupils can be in a class at any one time.  
 
Senior Phase: S4 to S6 
 
Our aim is to maximise learning in SQA courses and retain the structured timetable that we currently 
have in place.  This will ensure there is minimal disruption to our online learning provision for S1 to 
S6.  We are currently providing high quality remote learning and have high levels of engagement. This 
will be enhanced by face to face learning for all S4 to S6 pupils in all their subjects each week.  
 

• 50% of the Senior Phase will attend at a time. 

• S4 to S6 year groups will be divided into Group 1 and Group 2 and follow the same pattern of 

attendance each week (see below).  This means that each week all pupils have face to face 

contact with their teacher in every subject for a block of 1.5 hours. 

• The first session will start at 9.30am to allow staff time to upload work for those learning remotely 

that day.  

• Pupils will attend half day sessions to avoid compromising the two metre distancing at lunchtimes. 

• Interval will be removed to avoid pupils congregating in groups but pupils will get a break in class. 

• Practical sessions already planned and underway can continue including additional Friday 

sessions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will receive information this week telling you which group your child is in. 
 
Broad General Education: S1 to S3 
 
Remote learning will continue to be the main vehicle for delivery for S1 to S3. Our current provision 
ensures pupils have a structured week with timetabled interactions every week with their teachers. 
The quality of the online learning is very good and in-school provision will be limited when built round 
the Senior Phase timetable. Any in-school provision will prioritise literacy, numeracy and health and 
wellbeing promoting recovery and reconnection. Engagement in remote learning has been very strong 
and we wish to minimise disruption to this before our full return after Easter. 
 

Senior Phase Patterns of Attendance 

 Session 1 
9.30 – 
11.00 

Session 2 
11.00– 
12.30 

 
 

Session 3 
1.30 – 3.00 

Mon Group 1 Group 1  Group 2 

Tue Group 1 Group 1  Group 2 

Wed Group 2 Group 2  Group 1 

Thur Group 2 Group 2  Group 1 

Fri Additional practical sessions and support hub 
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Plan for S1 and S2 
 

• S1 will attend on Friday 19 March from 8.55 to 12.20. 

• S2 will attend on Friday 26 March from 8.55 to 12.20 

• Each register class will be split into bubbles to allow two metre physical distancing. 

• They will follow a reduced timetable. 

• They will remain in the period 1 classroom and the teacher will go to them. 

• The interval will be spent in the classroom with two metre distancing remaining in place. 

Information about timetables and which bubble your child is in will be shared with you shortly.  
 
Plan for S3 
 

• S3 will attend one afternoon each week from 1.10 to 2.50 (either a Monday, Tuesday or 

Wednesday). 

• S3 will be moving into National Qualifications in June so we are maximising the available time to 

re-engage them with routines and learning.  

• Each register class will be split into bubbles to allow two metre physical distancing. 

 
Information about timetables and which bubble your child is in will be shared with you shortly.  
 
Full details of our plans, which have been approved by the Chairs of the Parent Council, can be found 
on our website.  As well as two metre distancing, health and safety measures will include face masks 
for all at all times (except when eating), well ventilated rooms and lateral flow testing twice weekly for 
staff and pupils in S4 to S6. 
 
I know a phased return of this kind adds further complication and anxiety to your lives.  We have tried 
hard to find a workable solution and ensure that any time spent in school is meaningful and enhances 
the remote learning currently on offer. It is only for two and a half weeks as we close on 1 April at 
2.30pm for the Easter break.  From Monday 19 April, I am hopeful that we have a full return to school 
and a return to some normality.  
 
Thanks for your understanding and support.  As always, please get in touch if you have any concerns. 
 
 
Best wishes  
 
 
 
Mary Byrne 
Head Teacher 


