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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

JANUARY UPDATE  

Happy New Year to you all.  I hope you had time over the Christmas period to relax and enjoy some 
family time. At the end of last term, I wrote to you to advise that we would be returning to remote 
learning until 18 January and the winter assessment diet (prelims) for S4, S5 and S6 would be 
delayed. Once again, I am writing to say plans have changed. 

The current information is that schools will be closed until at least Monday 1 February 2021. I know 
this will be a very anxious and stressful time for you. I understand how hard it is to manage work and 
childcare (even if you are working from home), as well as supporting home learning.  Children and 
young people benefit from structure and routine.  It is good for their wellbeing to get up at a set time, 
be engaged and occupied throughout the day and interact with others.  We will be doing our best to 
try to provide some structure for their learning as you will see below.  

Remote Learning  

Remote learning will begin on Monday 11 January. As I have said before, we are fully prepared for 
this. Teachers are currently ensuring their Microsoft Teams on Glow are set up as clearly as possible 
so that young people can see what learning has been set, what the weekly assignment is and how 
they can contact their teacher for support.  

We learned a lot from the last lockdown.  This will enable us to provide more ‘interactive’ learning and 
more live lessons.  We are currently working on a timetable for each year group so that every day is 
structured. Pupils will be expected to follow this like a timetable so that they keep up with their learning. 
It will also make it clear when staff are available to help them with their work and when any live lessons 
will take place.  I will share this with you as soon as I am able.  Our staff will also be using Satchel, 
our new homework app, to notify pupils (and parents) of learning tasks and assignments. 

Information about how to access Microsoft Teams on and Satchel can be found on our website. 

• Accessing Microsoft Teams on a mobile device 
• Accessing Microsoft Teams on a desktop or laptop 
• Accessing Satchel, homework app 

Both Microsoft Teams and Satchel enable teachers to see who has viewed and completed learning 
tasks. This will help us to monitor pupil engagement and offer support if required. 

Winter Assessment Diet 

Our young people in S4, S5 and S6 were expecting to come back to formal assessments that will 
contribute to the evidence used for teacher estimates this year. These will now be postponed. Delivery 
of Advanced Higher, Higher and National 5 courses will continue online.  The focus in coming weeks 



will be on new course content and skills. As the situation is constantly changing, we will wait until we 
have more information before planning when and how assessments will take place to gather evidence 
for SQA estimates. 

It is very important that all young people in S4, S5 and S6 engage with the learning their 
teachers are providing on Microsoft Teams as all work contributes to our SQA estimates this 
year. Please contact your child’s guidance teacher or year head if they have any issues accessing 
Teams.  

I will continue to update you regularly throughout this period. As usual, please contact us if you have 
any questions or concerns.  If you email kyle.mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk, your email will be directed 
to the appropriate person and they will get back to you as soon as possible.  

Stay safe everyone. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

Mary Byrne 
Head Teacher 
 


