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Dear Parent/Carer 

 
Covid-19 Update for Parents and Young People 

As you will know, there is a currently a high risk of Covid-19 transmission locally and nationally 

and a few members of the school community have tested positive in recent days.  The cases 

are unrelated and originated in the community during the October holidays.  As yet, there has 

been no in-school transmission.  We are working hard to keep it this way by acting swiftly to 

identify close contacts and agree with Public Health Scotland who needs to self-isolate. By 

doing this, we are limiting the possibility of the virus spreading. 

We are also continuing to implement the strict procedures we have in place to keep pupils, 

staff and their families safe.  These follow national guidance and I have summarised them at 

the end of this letter for your information.  

Going forwards, we are tightening up restrictions in our inside social areas.  Although national 

guidance suggests young people do not need to socially distance in school, our experience is 

that large groups mixing at social times results in significantly more pupils being identified as 

close contacts and having to self-isolate.  As a result, pupils are now being told: 

• Wear your mask 

• Stay in your own group (maximum of eight) 

• Try not to mingle with other groups and keep your distance if you are talking to 

other groups 

• Do not go from table to table in the dinner hall to speak to different people 

• Remember who you were with at social times 

 

The risk when outside is significantly reduced and although we encourage young people to go 

outside at interval and break, the weather is making this less and less appealing. 

We are expecting updated guidance for schools next week from the Scottish Government to 

tie in with the new tiered Covid restrictions coming in to force on Monday.  I will update you if 

there are any new measures we need to implement.  

The support of parents and carers is really important to us.  Please make sure your child 

comes to school with a mask, remind them of the importance of sanitising their hands 

and work spaces properly and explain why they need to stick to their own group and 

not mix with too many others.  We regularly reinforce these rules with all pupils and they 

are well aware of them. However, a minority have to be continually reminded of the risk they 

are putting themselves and others in because they are not following the rules.  We will be in 

contact with you about persistent failure to follow Covid procedures.      
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Kyle Academy - Covid Safety Procedures  

Corridors 

Scientific advice is that the risk of transmission in corridors is low.  However, we have the 

following procedures in place. 

• All pupils and staff wear masks when moving about the school (unless they are 

exempt due to a medical reason) 

• There is a one-way system in place that limits face-to-face contact as everyone is going 

in the same direction 

• A warning bell is rung two minutes before the end of the period so that pupils are not 

leaving class and entering the corridors at the same time which is helping with 

congestion in the corridors 

• Door handles and banisters are cleaned every hour 

 

Classrooms 

• All pupils have allocated seats to make it easy to identify close contacts in class 

• All pupils sanitise their desks at the start and end of the period 

• Windows and doors are kept open to increase ventilation and ensure stale air is not a 

source of transmission 

• Staff keep 2 metres from pupils.  If they do move around the room, they wear a mask 

and limit the length of time talking to individual pupils 

 

Social Areas – dinner hall and crush area at entrance to school  

• Masks should be worn in indoor areas when pupils have finished eating 

• Tables in dining hall are limited to a maximum of 8 people (smaller tables are a 

maximum of 6) 

• Pupils are asked to stay with their group and not mix with other groups 

• Pupils are encouraged to go outside weather permitting 

• Pupils may remain in the dinner hall when finished eating, but may not return once 

they have left (cleaning only takes place at the end of lunchtime) 

 

While we support the local community by monitoring the area at lunchtimes, social distancing 

and organised queuing procedures at the shops is the responsibility of the shop owners.  We 

remind pupils constantly of the rules that apply out with school and would ask you to do the 

same. Shops can refuse to serve them if they do not follow procedures. 

 

I know what an anxious time this is for you all.  We are working hard to make the school 
environment as safe as possible.  Once again, thank you for your support and for reinforcing 
these important health and safety measures with your child. Take care everyone.  

 
 
Best wishes  
 
 
 
 
Mary Byrne 
Head Teacher  


