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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT SQA ASSESSMENT PLANS 2021 
  
It has been great to see the S4-S6 pupils back in school. I understand that there may be some 
uncertainty about what lies ahead with matters relating to SQA. I have outlined information below that 
you will hopefully find helpful. 
 
Teaching and Learning  
 
During the latest period of remote learning your child has been learning new content and developing 
skills across their selected courses. Now that they have returned to school, they will undertake a 
period where they will consolidate their learning. This will offer them the chance to ask questions and 
complete additional learning about course content that was delivered remotely. The period of 
consolidation will also revisit topics and skills that your child learned earlier in the session.  There will 
be time to work on past papers, revision resources and to ask staff to go over areas that they find 
challenging. The period of consolidation aims to give your child sufficient time to prepare for the 
assessments that are planned for May/June. 
 
Assessments  
 
A calendar of assessments has been coordinated to ensure that pupils and parents are clear about 
when each subject assessment will take place- (calendar attached).  
The diet of assessments is due to begin on Monday, 10th May through to Friday 4th June. A week 
either side of these dates has been set aside should subjects require additional assessment time. 
Your child will be informed in advance should they be required to complete assessments before or 
after the dates highlighted above. To maximise teaching and learning pupils should continue to 
attend their timetabled classes during the diet of assessments. 
There are a number of areas that required careful consideration to ensure the assessment plan was 
fair and manageable for all pupils. I have noted a few areas below. 
 

• Pupils will only sit one assessment per day.  
• Assessments will be broken down into manageable chunks in almost all subjects. 
• There will be a two week break between subject assessments offering your child more 

time for teaching and learning and consolidation. 
• Pupils with alternative assessment arrangements will be clear about the location and 

arrangements in place for each exam. 

Absence: Should your child be absent on the day of an assessment then time will be made available 
in the week beginning 7th June for them to complete any outstanding assessments. 
This will be organised by the relevant subject department and Mr Gardner. 
 
Assessments have been carefully planned and coordinated by staff across the session ensuring that 
all pupils have had sufficient opportunities to demonstrate their attainment across the different 
components of the courses they are studying. Once the assessment diet is complete, there will be 
no further opportunities available for additional assessments other than those that have been 
planned in advance. Teaching staff are confident that they will have all the available evidence at this 
point to support their judgments when considering provisional grades.  
 
This approach is consistent across all secondary schools in the local authority. 



 
  
Exceptional Circumstances 
 
In previous years SQA have offered a service that supports pupils should they experience exceptional 
circumstances during the diet of exams. In some cases, these circumstances may lead to a lengthy 
period of absence during the assessment period where pupils are unable to demonstrate attainment. 
Unfortunately, this service is not available this session, schools must make assessment judgments 
on demonstrated attainment.  
 
SQA advises…there is no Exceptional Circumstances Consideration Service this academic 
session 20/21…all provisional results must be based on demonstrated attainment.  
 
Provisional Grades 
 
SQA guidance is clear that the provisional grade should ‘reflect the candidate’s demonstrated 
attainment in all aspects of the course’. 
 
Teaching staff will have used SQA assessments, class tests and, in some cases, course assignments 
that offer pupils the chance to demonstrate what they have learned.  
The key pieces of evidence used to inform the grade will have been moderated at school and local 
authority level.  
 
The school plans to share your child’s provisional grades with you in advance of the summer break. 
Additional information will also be available giving you more detail on how each subject created their 
provisional grades.  
 
Changing Course Levels 
 
This session you may have received communication from the school where concerns about progress 
have been identified. As noted, SQA will only consider demonstrated attainment for all courses this 
session.  
 
When teachers review all the course evidence gathered to date, if it is clear that pupils have not been 
able to meet the course standards over a period time, despite numerous attempts, your child’s 
Guidance Teacher or Year Head will be in touch. The school will also communicate with parents in 
situations where there is limited evidence available to support pupils’ demonstrated attainment in 
specific subjects. 
 
One of the options available will be to change your child’s course level, moving from National 5 to 
National 4, for example. With sustained application the change to National 4 will offer a greater 
prospect of success as long as the relevant evidence gathered meets the course standard.  
It is important to note that should you take the decision not to change course levels, then it will result 
in your child gaining no qualification for the relevant subject.  
The school will be in touch at the earliest opportunity where there are concerns.  
 
Change of Address 
 
You child’s SQA certificate in August will be sent to your current address. If you have moved house 
at any point this school session, could you please get in touch with the school office to update your 
new details. This will ensure that your child receives their certificate on the day that it is issued.  
 
Best wishes  
 
Lee Gardner 
Depute Head Teacher and SQA Co-ordinator 


